
The Business Committee of the Thirty-Fourth General Synod has recommended this proposed 

resolution be sent to a Committee of the General Synod. 

 

Free from Plastic Pollution  

Resolution of Witness 

 

Submitted by the New Hampshire Conference of the United Church of Christ. 

 

SUMMARY 1 
1Plastic pollution has become one of the most pressing environmental issues in the 21st century. 2 

The increased production of disposable plastic products and the failure of manufacturers to 3 

recycle plastic bottles and single use plastics is overwhelming the waste management and the 4 

disposal of plastics into landfills or improper disposal. In developing nations with less efficient 5 

waste disposal systems, they are disposed and are breaking down and polluting the environment.  6 

Plastics pollution has escalated and have become ubiquitous in the soil, water, and the food 7 

system. It impacts the health of human and more than human life. It is time that United Church 8 

of Christ join environmental organizations, faith communities, and other concerned groups to 9 

take action to reduce the plastic pandemic that impacts and threatens life and God’s creation 10 

 11 

BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL RATIONALE 12 

 13 

Two scriptures can be read together as a biblical tool kit to understand the plastic pandemic.  14 

 15 

The first is Psalm 24:1, which declares, “The Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world 16 

and all who live in it.”  It states that the Earth is the Lord’s, and the Earth is a sacred common 17 

good for all life. The Earth remains a gift from the Creator to be shared in common by humanity 18 

and the extended biotic community. Our biblical heritage claims that the Spirit is present in and 19 

cares for all creation and that the Earth’s land and other goods are to be respected and used by all 20 

biokind.   21 

 22 

The second scripture depicts the consequences that ensue when God is sidelined from the notion 23 

that the Earth belongs to the Lord. The Earth is desacralized; it becomes a possession and a 24 

commodity. Isaiah 24; 3-6, “The Earth shall be utterly laid waste and utterly despoiled …The 25 

Earth dries, withers, the world languishes and withers; the heavens languish together with the 26 

Earth. The Earth lies polluted under its inhabitants, for they have transgressed laws, violated the 27 

statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore, a curse devours the Earth, and its 28 

inhabitants suffer for their guilt; therefore, the inhabitants of the Earth dwindled, and few people 29 

are left.” 30 

 31 

The prophets in Hebrew scriptures envisioned a causal relation between the violation of Earth 32 

boundaries and the subsequent destructive consequences. In Jeremiah 4:23-26, the poet 33 

understands such consequences as a de-creation or unfolding of creation.   34 

 35 

Bill McKibben, environmentalist and co-founder of 350.org, describes this causal relation of 36 

transgression and consequence as “de-creation.” 37 

 38 



We are engaged in the swift and systematic de-creation of the planet we were born into… 39 

we have even more rapidly destroyed its inventory of life…In our time, the morally 40 

transcendent question is whether we will stop the de-creation before it goes further; 41 

whether we will take the difficult steps to preserve God’s creation intact as far as is still 42 

possible.”2 43 

 44 

Political arrogance and corporate greed have precipitated a global plastics crisis with almost no 45 

regulation, and whose consequences have deeply impacted human and non-human health as well 46 

as the environment. Plastics pollute the Earth and degrade into microplastics, spreading into the 47 

atmosphere, land and ocean on a massive scale.  48 

 49 

ETHICAL RATIONALE 50 

 51 

Eco-theologian Sallie McFague tells how humanity may live responsibly, sustainably, and justly 52 

with the household of the Earth. She gives these planetary household rules:  1) Take your share, 53 

2) Clean up after yourself, 3) Keep the house in good repair for future occupants.3  54 

 55 

Our production of plastics violates all three principles. According to the United Nations 56 

Environmental Program, “Around the world, one million plastic drinking bottles are purchased 57 

every minute, while 5 trillion single-use plastic bags are used worldwide every year. In total, half 58 

of all plastic produced is designed to be used only once — and then thrown away…. Today, we 59 

produce 300 million tons of plastic waste each year. That is nearly the equivalent to the weight of 60 

the entire human population. ”4    61 

 62 

Plastics are made from harmful petrochemical ingredients that impact the health and well-being 63 

of biological life and planetary ecosystems. The durability of plastics means they resist 64 

degradation for hundreds of years. Plastics eventually break down into microplastics that enter 65 

our land and water ecosystems. They are consumed by animals, birds and fish, and they in turn 66 

are consumed by humans.5  Human and non-human life have digested large amounts of 67 

microplastics.6   68 

 69 

Currently, only 9% of all plastic waste is recycled. About 12% is incinerated, while the rest — 70 

79% — accumulates in landfills, dumps, oceans and the ecosystems of the planet. The American 71 

Beverage Association has launched a new initiative called “Every Bottle Back”, a campaign of 72 

the leading beverage companies which they hope will lead to more recycling of plastic bottles to 73 

reduce our plastic footprint.7 Every minute 1 million bottled plastic bottles are purchased 74 

globally but only a small number are recycled.8 Unfortunately, these beverage companies are 75 

putting the responsibility back on the consumers. This campaign has not worked in the past.  76 

 77 

Our rivers carry plastic waste from land to the seas and oceans, and they become major 78 

distributors of plastic pollution. In the middle of the Pacific Ocean there is a floating island of 79 

plastic waste, covering nearly 800,000 square miles. 9 It is estimated that by 2050 there will be 80 

more plastic than fish in the oceans. 81 

 82 

We have a plastic pandemic which is rapidly growing, polluting the environment and impacting 83 

life. It is time to work against further proliferation.  84 



 85 

TEST OF THE RESOLUTION  86 

WHEREAS the scriptures hold us responsible for the way we co-live and use God’s creation, 87 

the Earth, and 88 

 89 

WHEREAS United Church of Christ General Synods have passed environmental resolutions 90 

The Earth is the Lord’s10 (2017), The Use of Plastic Foam11 (2019), and The Rights of Nature12 91 

(2021), and 92 

 93 

WHEREAS the United Nations has called upon global faith communities to work against plastic 94 

pollution, 13 and 95 

 96 

WHEREAS local cleanups of plastic litter have limited impact and recycling is not effective for 97 

most plastic items, 14 98 

 99 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Thirty-Fourth General Synod of the United 100 

Church of Christ is called to speak truth to power against plastic de-creation and pollution, even 101 

when it is inconvenient or difficult, and 102 

 103 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Thirty-Fourth General Synod encourages all 104 

settings of the United Church of Christ to reduce the use of single-use plastics and packaging 105 

within their churches and church-related gatherings, 106 

 107 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Thirty-Fourth General Synod encourages our all 108 

settings to commit to changing from a disposable culture to a reusable, sustainable one, 109 

 110 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Thirty-Fourth General Synod encourages education 111 

within our congregations and in our communities to advocate for alternatives to single use 112 

plastics, whether through mitigation efforts and campaigns or by supporting local and state bans 113 

on single use plastics, 114 

 115 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Thirty-Fourth General Synod acknowledges that 116 

accommodations in expectations need to be made for certain impacted groups such as those who 117 

are disabled or unhoused. 118 

 119 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT the Thirty-Fourth General Synod supports the “Break 120 

Free From Plastic Pollution Act” in Congress (H.R.2238 in the House and S.984 in the Senate15),  121 

 122 

Funding:  The funding for the implementation of the Resolution will be made in accordance with 123 

the overall mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available. 124 

 125 

Implementation: The officers of the church, in consultation with appropriate ministries or other 126 

entities within the United Church of Christ, will determine the implementing body. 127 

 

1 This resolution was inspired the United Methodist Conference “Plastic And Foam Free Florida 

Resolution” 2019.  
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