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Summary:  1 

Content warning: abortion, sexual violence, miscarriage  2 

 3 

In June 2022, the Supreme Court, in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 4 

overturned the fifty-year precedent of Roe v. Wade, which established the right to abortion. This 5 

resolution denounces the Dobbs decision, affirms abortion as healthcare, and calls upon the 6 

various settings of the United Church of Christ to nonviolently resist abortion bans, protect legal 7 

abortions where they exist, and accompany people seeking abortion care. 8 

 9 

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Grounding  10 

In June 2022, the United States Supreme Court, in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 11 

Organization, overturned the fifty-year precedent of Roe v. Wade, which established the 12 

Constitutional right to abortion. With abortion access now limited or entirely restricted in some 13 

states, access to abortion care is deeply unequal, privileging those living in abortion-access states 14 

or with the financial means to travel to an access state. 15 

 16 

This decision is unjust and is causing suffering among many. We must speak out against this 17 

injustice and resist it nonviolently. Content warning: abortion (throughout, specifically lines 41-18 

67; 129-130), sexual violence, (lines 58-67; 165) miscarriage (lines 132-133) 19 

 20 

Justice oriented theology calls for us to place the human narrative of those who suffer oppression 21 

as central to our theological claims.   22 

 23 



Shocking stories in the news grab our attention such as children forced to bear children, as in the 24 

case of the 16-year-old Florida girl blocked from terminating her pregnancy by a judge’s 25 

determination that she is “not sufficiently mature” – even though she has the consent of her legal 26 

guardian for the procedure to go ahead.1 27 

 28 

Other stories may not make the headlines but are common. People who can get pregnant are 29 

faced with falling deeper into poverty by bearing a child, such as the Texas mother who 30 

“panicked” when “she learned she was pregnant in September of last year just as a Texas law 31 

banning all abortions after roughly six weeks of pregnancy took effect.” 32 

 33 

"I was so broken. I couldn't fathom that it was happening," said the 30-year-old hairstylist. "I 34 

can't afford this child. I am struggling with a child I already have."2 35 

 36 

Such stories reveal the complex social, psychological and economic consequences of the denial 37 

of reproductive care that are the context for social justice oriented theological and biblical 38 

reflection.  39 

 40 

A groundbreaking study conducted by UC San Francisco reveals the long-term adverse effects of 41 

unwanted pregnancy on people’s lives. The study found, “These parents were also more likely to 42 

raise the child alone, without the support of family members or partners, and were more likely to 43 

stay in contact with an abusive partner. In addition, individuals who were not able to access 44 

abortion were three times more likely to be unemployed than those who were able to access one. 45 

They had four times greater odds of living below the federal poverty line, were more likely to 46 

report not being able to afford basic living needs, and were more likely to be enrolled in food 47 

assistance or other public safety-net programs such as Temporary Assistance for Needy 48 

Families.” Poverty, food insecurity, ongoing deprivation, and high risk of abuse are the real life 49 

consequences of the lack of reproductive healthcare.3 50 

 51 

Proverbs 31:9 teaches us not to be silent in the face of such outrages, but to speak up, speak out 52 

and act.  53 

 54 

“Open your mouth, judge righteously, 55 

And defend the rights of the afflicted and needy.” 56 

 57 

And we know this is the job of those who seek justice and that the refusal to understand the 58 

rights of the poor is “wicked” as in Proverbs 29:7: 59 

 60 

“The righteous is concerned for the rights of the poor, 61 

The wicked do not understand such concern.” 62 

 63 

Taking care of those unjustly and violently treated was central to the teaching of Jesus of 64 

Nazareth. The parable of the “Good Samaritan” (Luke 10:30-37) teaches this in no uncertain 65 

terms. We who follow the teachings of Jesus know we must not “pass by on the other side” when 66 

those who can get pregnant are so unjustly treated by the denial of needed reproductive care.  67 

 68 



The United Church of Christ has been a consistent voice supporting people who need health care, 69 

specifically those who can get pregnant.  70 

 71 

General Synod 27 affirmed support for “universal health care which meets the following criteria: 72 

1) it covers all persons; 2) it presents no financial barriers; 3) it provides comprehensive benefits; 73 

4) it offers a choice of physicians and other health providers; and 5) it eliminates racial, ethnic 74 

and all other disparities for health care.”4  75 

 76 

General Synod 29 “affirmed the value and dignity of women in the church and society and called 77 

for an end to sexism and the consequences of patriarchy” and called upon the various settings of 78 

the church to “[assure] women equal pay, a full range of health care choices and services, 79 

including Title X and Planned Parenthood, and [recognize] a woman’s right to make decisions 80 

about her own reproductive health.”5 81 

 82 

General Synod 30 “reaffirmed its commitment to the full legal protection of the civil rights of all 83 

persons regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity and expression.”6 While “women” are 84 

the group of people typically understood as needing abortion care, cisgender women, nonbinary, 85 

genderqueer, & genderfluid people, and transgender men can all be people who might become 86 

pregnant.  87 

 88 

General Synod 15 declared the United Church of Christ a Just Peace Church, and General Synod 89 

30 reaffirmed that identity. Nonviolent resistance to injustice is one of the ten practices of Just 90 

Peace. While Christians often quote Romans 13 to argue that laws should be obeyed, Paul, the 91 

author of Romans, defied Roman civil authorities and was arrested for preaching the good news. 92 

He witnessed to the guards while he was in jail (Acts 16:16–40). Helping people who can get 93 

pregnant access reproductive health care in places where governing authorities have made it 94 

illegal is biblically and theologically sound. Resources are available on the UCC Just Peace 95 

Website.7 96 

 97 

“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member, but of many… The eye cannot say to the 98 

hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ … If one member 99 

suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.” (1 100 

Corinthians 12:14, 21, 26, NRSVUE). Although not all members of the collective body of the 101 

United Church of Christ and the nation are able to be pregnant, when the reproductive freedom 102 

and health care access for some parts of the body are limited, the whole body suffers with it, and 103 

the whole body is called to respond. 104 

 105 

Text of the Motion 106 

 107 

Whereas the Dobbs decision overturned Roe v. Wade and ruled that there is no constitutional 108 

right to abortion; 109 

 110 

Whereas a majority of Americans support legal abortion in all or most cases;8  111 

 112 

Whereas anti-abortion laws do not decrease abortion rates but make abortions more dangerous 113 

by eliminating access to safe, affordable, and medically-necessary abortions;9 114 



 115 

Whereas abortion care following miscarriage is severely restricted by abortion bans, threatening 116 

the lives of pregnant people in their time of grief;10 117 

 118 

Whereas people of lower socioeconomic status and people of color are more likely to receive 119 

abortion care, due to systemic factors including poverty, lack of access to contraception, and 120 

distrust of the medical system,11 and whereas anti-abortion laws deepen unequal access to 121 

comprehensive reproductive care, with insufficient access mostly affecting rural communities 122 

and Black and Brown communities and negative reproductive health outcomes 123 

disproportionately affecting people of color;12  124 

 125 

Whereas General Synod 8 “[called] for the repeal of all legal prohibitions of physician-126 

performed abortions”;13 General Synod 12 “[reaffirmed] full freedom of choice for the persons 127 

involved in making decisions regarding pregnancy”;14 General Synod 17 “[deplored] the 128 

decision handed down today by the United States Supreme Court severely limiting major 129 

provisions of Roe v. Wade as undermining the spirit of the constitutional freedom of choice of 130 

women of this nation and making freedom of choice essentially a luxury for those who are not 131 

economically disadvantaged;”15 132 

 133 

Whereas previous General Synods (12, 13, 16, 18) have paired support for safe and legal 134 

abortions with a desire for information and resources about contraception and family planning, 135 

and teen abortion rates decline with free access to contraception;16 and the United Church of 136 

Christ has heeded this call through holistic, faithful sexuality education, Our Whole Lives, which 137 

helps participants make informed and responsible decisions about their sexual health and 138 

behavior; 139 

 140 

Whereas Justice Thomas’ concurring opinion in Dobbs threatens Constitutional protection for 141 

access to contraception, as well as protection for same-sex sexual relations and marriage;17  142 

 143 

Whereas the UCC Medical Benefits Plan covers abortion “per Plan policies and per individual 144 

state regulations,”18 and is now an unequal benefit across states where the UCC Medical Plan has 145 

beneficiaries;   146 

  147 

Therefore be it resolved that the Thirty-Fourth General Synod of the United Church of Christ 148 

affirms the right of all people to access reproductive healthcare including contraception and 149 

abortion and takes the following actions: 150 

 151 

Proclaims that Mary’s informed, joyful choice to bear a child is the first act of Christian 152 

discipleship, and that forced birth is an act of sexual violence antithetical to the incarnation and 153 

the choice to have and care for children is a sacred decision which should not be forced upon 154 

anyone;  155 

 156 

Proclaims that every person seeking an abortion is a beloved child of God, our neighbor, a 157 

person we love;   158 

  159 



Denounces the overturn of legal precedent in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization 160 

and condemns all laws banning abortion or restricting access to reproductive health services;  161 

 162 

Affirms the morality of resisting by peaceful means, including civil disobedience, any laws 163 

banning abortions, and calls upon every setting of the United Church of Christ to use Just Peace 164 

practices19 to confront abortion bans and restrictions on reproductive healthcare; 165 

  166 

Calls upon the National Setting of the United Church of Christ and the Conferences to explore 167 

and pursue all avenues for legal challenges to abortion bans;  168 

 169 

Calls upon the United Church of Christ Board to explore creation of a Bail Fund for UCC 170 

members arrested for participation in civil disobedience or other acts of Christian witness that 171 

promote social, racial, economic, environmental, gender, and reproductive justice; 172 

 173 

Calls upon the Pension Boards to cover travel costs and other out-of-pocket expenses for out-of-174 

network abortions and other reproductive healthcare required by UCC Medical Benefits 175 

recipients living in states where abortion is limited or outlawed, and requests a report on this 176 

expansion of coverage to General Synod 35; 177 

 178 

Calls upon Local Churches and their members to engage with the Our Whole Lives: Sexuality 179 

and Our Faith curriculum to promote holistic sexuality education, including information about 180 

contraception, and to support and offer access to contraceptives; 181 

 182 

Calls upon Local Churches, Associations, and Conferences to physically, financially, and 183 

spiritually accompany people seeking abortions and other reproductive healthcare, in partnership 184 

with local health care agencies and abortion funds. 185 

 186 

Funding: The funding for the implementation of the resolution will be made in accordance with 187 

the overall mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available. 188 

 189 

Implementation: The Officers of the Church, in consultation with appropriate ministries or 190 

other entities within the United Church of Christ, will determine the implementing body.   191 
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